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CHILDREN’S 
Where is Robin? USA by Robin Barone and Robyn Mitchell 
Robin is ready to see the USA and she wants you to join. Have fun exploring and discovering all the 
wonderful cultures and traditions this land has to offer.  

 
The Fantastic Body: What Makes You Tick & How You Get Sick by Dr. Howard 
Bennett 
The ultimate kids’ reference guide to the human body, full of fun facts, cool diagrams and gross stories, 
and written by a practicing pediatrician.  

 
Suspect Red by L.M. Elliott 

A tense, engrossing story that effectively captures the suspicion and paranoia that prevailed during the 
Cold War standoff between communism and democracy.  

 
Finding Christmas by Lezlie Evans and Yee Von Chan 

It’s Christmas time but Swallow is sick. Squirrel, Mouse, and Hare bring their friend home and find their 
Christmas spirit by helping Swallow get well.  

 
Koala Challah by Laura Gehl and Joyce Wan 

In Koala Challah, Lila has to figure out how to make the most delicious challah ever for Shabbat after 
everything else she tries ends in a huge mess. Will she help or get in the way? 

 
Peep and Egg: I’m Not Taking a Bath by Laura Gehl and Joyce Wan 
Laura Gehl and Joyce Wan add to their Peep and Egg series with a fun story that takes the “not” out of 
“I’m not taking a bath!”  

 
Little Skeletons/Esqueletitos: Countdown to Midnight (Canticos) by Susie Jaramillo 
Book five in the Canticos series of bilingual nursery rhymes – perfect for Halloween and Day of the Dead.  

 
Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan 

A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her family’s vibrant culture while blending in 
at school after tragedy strikes her community in this moving middle grade novel by the award-winning 
author.  

 
I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy and Elizabeth 
Baddeley 
Get to know celebrated Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg – in the 1st picture book about her 
life – as she proves that disagreeing does not make you disagreeable.  
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Soldier Song: A True Story of the Civil War by Debbie Levy and Gilbert Ford 
Interwoven with solders’ letters and journals, this true story of duty and heartbreak, of loyalty and 
enemies, shows the uniting power of music in an unforgettable tale of American history.  
 

Calico Girl by Jerdine Nolen 
From the award-winning author of “Eliza’s Freedom Road” comes the powerful tale of a slave girl’s 
triumphant journey to freedom during the Civil War.  
 

National Geographic Kids Chapters: Hero Dogs by Mary Quattlebaum 
Call all dog lovers! Read this trio of true stories about incredible acts of canine heroism – sure to inspire 
young animal lovers.  
 

This is Not a Normal Animal Book by Julie Segal-Walters and Brian Biggs 
This offbeat picture book is a hilarious behind the scenes look at the picture book creation process, 
showing the importance of collaboration and compromise and highlighting the beauty of words and art.  
 

Fantastic Flowers by Susan Stockdale 
The rhyming text and bold illustrations will introduce young readers to 17 flowers that resemble all kinds 
of things – from upside-down pants to wild monkeys to tiny babies! 
 

Everywhere, Wonder by Matthew Swanson and Robbie Behr 
Explore the wonder in the world, encourage young minds to discover the extraordinary in the ordinary, 
and creatively share their stories with others in this heartfelt picture book.  
 

The Real McCoys by Matthew Swanson and Robbie Behr 
Someone has kidnapped the school mascot! Moxie McCoy, the world’s greatest 4th grade detective, 
faces her biggest challenge yet! 
 

CULTURE 
Cerphe’s Up: A Musical Life with Bruce Springsteen, Little Feat, Frank Zappa, Tom 
Waits, CSNY, and Many More by Cerphe Colwell and Stephen Moore 
An incisive musical memoir by Cerphe Colwell, a renowned 45 year rock radio broadcaster veteran, who 
shares his life as a rock radio insider in rich detail and previously unpublished photos.  

 
Spoke: Images and Stories from the 1980s Washington, DC Punk Scene by Scott 
Crawford 
DC’s punk music scene gave birth to many influential bands. This intimate collection features rare 
images documenting this vibrant community, compiled by the acclaimed film director of “Salad Days”.  
 

Pinball Wizards: Jackpots, Drain, and the Cult of the Silver Ball by Adam Ruben 
Pinball’s history is America’s history, from gambling and war-themed machines to the arcade revolution, 
and ultimately, the decline of the need to leave your house. Somehow, in today’s world, a 300lb 
monstrosity of wood and cables has survived to enjoy yet another renaissance.  
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Books for Living: Some Thoughts on Reading, Reflecting, and Embracing Life by 
Will Schwalbe 
Join Schwalbe on his quest for books that speak to the specific challenges of living in our modern world, 
with all its noise and distractions.  
 

You’re the Only One I Can Tell: Inside the Language of Women’s Friendships by 
Deborah Tannen 
New York Times bestselling author Tannen deconstructs the ways women friends talk and how those 
ways can bring friends closer or pull them apart – and gets to the heart of women’s friendships.  
 

The Show That Never Ends: The Rise and Fall of Prog Rock by David Weigel 
The wildly entertaining story of progressive rock, the music that ruled the 1970s charts – and has divided 
listeners ever since.  
 

FICTION 
Standard Deviation: A Novel by Katherine Heiny 

Graham’s second wife is everything his first wife was not – charming, spontaneous and fun. And 
exhausting. When his first wife reenters his life, he wonders about former spouses: are they friends, 
enemies or just people who know you really well? 

 
Black Panther: Who is the Black Panther? Prose Novel by Jesse J. Holland 
He’s known as the Black Panther. His home is Wakanda. Welcome to T’Challa’s world. Dive into an all-
new Black Panther novel based on Hudlin and Romita Jr.’s groundbreaking 2005 tale! 

 
The Ninth Hour by Alice McDermott 
McDermott delivers a powerfully affecting story spanning the twentieth century of a widow and her 
daughter and the nuns who serve their Irish-American community in Brooklyn. 
 

The Obama Inheritance: Fifteen Stories of Conspiracy Noir edited by Gary Phillips 
and Christopher Chambers**, contributor 
Noir meets diverse voices and transforms into an over-the-top, thriller ride of pulpy goodness in a 
collection of 15 stories of conspiracy noir curated by award-winning crime novelist Phillips.  

 
Flood: A Novel by Melissa Scholes Young 
A sparkling debut set in Mark Twain’s boyhood town, “Flood” is a story of what it means to be lost – and 
found.  
 

The Murder of Willie Lincoln: A Novel (John Hay Mystery) by Burt Solomon 
The exciting historical fiction debut by an award-winning political journalist and Washington insider, we 
are introduced to John Hay as aide and personal investigator into true cause of President Lincoln’s son.  
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FOOD 
Rasika: Flavors of India by Ashok Bajaj, Vikran Sunderam, and David Hagedorn 
With over 120 recipes and photographs showcasing one of DC’s most popular and critically acclaimed 
restaurants, Rasika’s restaurateurs share the innovative and sumptuous recipes of their modern Indian 
cuisine.  
 

The Drinkable Globe: The Indispensable Guide to the Wide World of Booze by Jeff 
Cioletti 
International beverage journalist and expert Cioletti explores the tradition, consumption, and 
production of alcohol on every continent. Drink along with more than 100 cocktail recipes. 
 

The Chinese Kitchen Garden: Growing Techniques and Family Recipes from a 
Classic Cuisine by Wendy Kiang-Spray 
A beautiful intro to growing and cooking delicious, healthy Chinese cuisine. Organized by season, learn 
to grow 38 Chinese vegetables and cook them in the 25 traditional recipes included.  
 

The Joys of Jewish Preserving: Modern Recipes with Traditional Roots, for Jams, 
Pickles, Fruit Butters, and More – for Holidays and Every Day by Emily Paster 
With tasty recipes both sweet and savory, celebrate the proud history of preserved food in Jewish life.  
 

Farm to Table Asian Secrets: Vegan & Vegetarian Full Flavored Recipes for Every 
Season by Patricia Tanumihardja 
Learn the secrets of vegetarian and vegan Asian cooking to create full-flavored dishes that are missing 
none of the umami normally associated only with meat and dairy.  
 

HISTORY 
A Few Planes for China: The Birth of the Flying Tigers by Eugenie Buchan 
Following Pearl Harbor’s surprise attack, Japan seemed unbeatable - seizing American, British, and 
European territory across the Pacific. Learn about the American mercenaries that brought down enemy 
planes over Burma and western China.   
 

Hidden History of Arlington County by Charlie Clark** 
Local author, historian and “Our Man in Arlington” uncovers the vibrant history of a capital community 
where many notable figures made their home and Virginia’s first school integration unfolded.  

 
A Man and His Presidents: The Political Odyssey of William F. Buckley Jr. by Alvin 
S. Felzenberg 
This nuanced biography sheds light on little-known aspects of Buckley, regarded as the most influential 
American conservative writer, activist, and organizer in the postwar era.  
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Ties That Bound: Founding First Ladies and Slaves by Marie Jenkins Schwartz 
Examine the prevalence and prominence of slaves in the daily lives of the First Ladies who helped shape 
the country, from day to day household managers to dealing with the realities of slaveholding culture 
directly and continually.  
 

The Year I was Peter the Great: 1956 – Khrushchev, Stalin’s Ghost, and a Young 
American in Russia by Marvin Kalb 
In his 15th book, one of America’s preeminent diplomatic journalists writes a fascinating eyewitness 
account of a superpower in upheaval and of a people yearning for an end to dictatorship.  
 

The President’s Kitchen Cabinet: The Story of the African Americans Who Have Fed 
Our First Families, from the Washingtons to the Obamas by Adrian Miller 
The James Beard award winning author vividly tells the stories of the African Americans who worked in 
the presidential food service as chefs, personal cooks, butlers, stewards, and servers for every First 
Family since the Washingtons.  
 

Pirate Women: The Princesses, Prostitutes, and Privateers Who Ruled the Seven 
Seas by Laura Sook Duncombe 
This first-ever Seven Seas history of the world’s female buccaneers tells the story of real and legendary 
women who sailed alongside men, sharing desire for freedom.  
 

Special Forces Berlin: Clandestine Cold War Operations of the US Army’s Elite, 
1956-1990 by James Stejskal 
Learn about the 2 recently unclassified secret U.S. Army Special Forces detachments stationed far 
behind the Iron Curtain in West Berlin during the Cold War.  
 

Driven Toward Madness: The Fugitive Slave Margaret Garner and Tragedy on the 
Ohio (New Approaches to Midwestern History) by Nikki M. Taylor 
Delving into Margaret Garner’s life – who inspired Toni Morrison’s Beloved and the film that followed 
starring Oprah Winfrey – Taylor reexamines the slave’s story of tragedy, resistance, and motherhood.  
 

Almighty: Courage, Resistance, and Existential Peril in the Nuclear Age by Dan Zak 
An examination of America’s love-hate relationship to the bomb, from the race to achieve atomic power 
before the Nazis to the solemn 70th anniversary of Hiroshima.  
 

JOURNALISM AND MEDIA 
On the Frontlines of the Television War: A Legendary War Cameraman in Vietnam 
by Yasutsune “Tony” Hirashiki and Terry Irving 
Follow the story of Tony Hirashiki’s 10 years in Vietnam, beginning as a young freelancer with a 16mm 
camera and ending in the hectic fall of Saigon when he was thrown on one of the last flights out.  
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Talking Pictures: How to Watch Movies by Ann Hornaday 
Veteran film critic offers a lively, opinionated guide to thinking and talking about movies to help 
everyday viewers determine – what makes a good movie? 
 

Overload: Finding the Truth in Today’s Deluge of News by Bob Schieffer and H. 
Andrew Schwartz 
The legendary journalist examines political journalism today and those who practice it with interviews of 
over 40 media leaders, providing an inside look at the changing role of media and asking whether 
citizens are more informed or just overwhelmed.  
 

LIFESTYLE 
The Engagement Game: Why I Said “I Don’t” to Marriage and “I Do” to Me by Joi-
Marie McKenzie 
Ambitious and successful, Joi-Marie believes she has it all figured out. What she doesn’t have is a 
husband. Follow as she decides whether to pretend to be someone she’s not to have the “perfect life” 
or have the courage to be herself and find her own happily ever after.  
 

Etiquette Rules!: A Field Guide to Modern Manners by Nancy R. Mitchell 
Has there ever been a time when courtesy and kindness are needed more? Use this guide as a common-
sense look at etiquette as we work and play in our real and virtual communities.  
 

MEMOIR AND BIOGRAPHY 
Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life by Sally Bedell 
Smith 
This eye-opening bio is the 1st authoritative treatment of Charles’s life shedding light on Diana’s death, 
his marriage to Camilla, and his preparations to one day take the throne.  
 

The Presidency of Ulysses S. Grant (American Presidency Series) by Charles W. 
Calhoun 
An in-depth examination into Grant’s administration, Calhoun offers a fresh look into the 18th 
president’s policies and actions during his two terms in office.  
 

Madame President: The Extraordinary Journey of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf by Helene 
Cooper 
The harrowing, but triumphant story of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, leader of the Liberian women’s movement, 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and the first democratically elected female president in African history.  
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Strangers Tend to Tell Me Things: A Memoir of Love, Loss, and Coming Home by 
Amy Dickinson 
Peeling back the curtain of her syndicated advice column, “Ask Amy,” Dickinson reveals much of the 
inspiration and motivation that has fueled her calling.  
 

Sole Survivor: The Inspiring True Story of Coming Face to Face with the Infamous 
Railroad Killer by Holly Dunn and Heather Ebert 
In a memoir of survival and healing from a horrific crime, Dunn recounts how she survived the vicious 
assault, brought her assailant to justice, and found purpose in service to victims of violent crimes.  

 
The Black Penguin by Andrew Evans 
Ejected from church and shunned by his family, follow Evan’s travel tales across some of the most 
astonishing landscapes on Earth, slowly approaching his lifelong dream and goal: Antarctica.  
 

Foxtrot in Kandahar: A Memoir of a CIA Officer in Afghanistan at the Inception of 
America’s Longest War by Duane Evans 
This gripping memoir tracks a veteran CIA officer’s to join an elite team bound for Afghanistan, which 
lands him as part of Hamid Karzai’s supporting team and then the under-resourced Foxtrot team.  
 

Peggy Seeger: A Life of Music, Love, and Politics (Music in American Life) by Jean 
R. Freeman 
Freeman tells the life story of one of music’s most charismatic performers and tireless advocates. 
 

Bunny Mellon: The Life of an American Style Legend by Meryl Gordon 
A style icon and American aristocrat who designed the White House Rose Garden, Bunny Mellon 
operated in the high-level arenas of politics, diplomacy, art and fashion.  
 

The Unexpected President: The Life and Times of Chester A. Arthur by Scott 
Greenberger  
Greenberger’s biography tells the dramatic, untold story of a forgotten nineteenth century American 
president. It is the tale of a machine politician and man-about-town in Gilded Age New York who 
stumbled into the highest office in the land, only to rediscover his better self when his nation needed 
him. 
 

Mr. Chairman: The Life and Times of Ray C. Bliss (Series on Ohio politics) by 
William L. Hershey 
Bliss was a masterful behind-the-scenes force in the Republican Party for more than 3 decades as the 
local, state, and national levels, being among the first to use polling and television in campaigns.  
 

Finding Magic: A Spiritual Memoir by Sally Quinn 
The author, journalist and longtime Washington insider reflects on the spiritual quest that’s brought 
deeper meaning to her life – and kept her grounded in DC’s high-powered political world.  
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Writer, Sailor, Soldier, Spy: Ernest Hemingway’s Secret Adventures, 1935-1961 by 
Nicholas Reynolds 
A riveting international cloak-and-dagger epic, the untold story Hemingway’s secret life unfolds -- 
including his role as a Soviet agent code-named “Argo”.   
 

The Cook Up: A Crack Rock Memoir by D. Watkins 
A riveting look inside the Baltimore drug trade portrayed in The Wire and an incredible story of 
redemption.  
 

MYSTERY 
The Vineyard Victims: A Wine Country Mystery (Wine Country Mysteries) by Ellen 
Crosby 
The death of a former presidential candidate at her Virginia vineyard has ties to a 30 year-old murder, as 
well as to Lucie’s own near fatal accident, as she searches for a killer who now may be stalking her.  
 

My Darling Detective by Norman Howard 
Set in Canada’s maritime provinces, this unconventional literary mystery has been described as an 
“homage to noir.”  Its central characters unravel a personal and very complex mystery involving a 
famous World War II photograph. 
 

The Cutaway: A Thriller by Christina Kovac 
A young television producer investigates the disappearance of a beautiful Georgetown lawyer in this 
complex psychological thriller, perfect for fans of Paula Hawkins and Gillian Flynn. 
 

Shining City: A Novel by Tom Rosenstiel 
Rosenstiel’s gripping political debut s set in Washington DC amid a harrowing Supreme Court 
nomination fight. 
 

POLITICS 
Policing the Black Man: Arrest, Prosecution, and Imprisonment by Angela J. Davis 
An enlightening must-read for anyone interested in analysis of the key issues of the Movement for Black 
Lives and America’s critical conversations on race and justice. 
 

The Least Among Us: Waging Battle for the Vulnerable by Rosa L. Delauro 
Rep. DeLauro (D-CT) shares lessons about power—how it’s gained and how to wield it for  
everyone’s benefit. 
 

One Nation After Trump: A Guide for the Perplexed, the Disillusioned, the 
Desperate, and the Not-Yet-Deported by E.J. Dionne Jr., Norman J. Ornstein and 
Thomas E. Mann 
A call to action from three of Washington's premier political scholar-journalists, One Nation After 
Trump offers an in-depth look at the threat posed by the Trump presidency and how to counter it. 
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Janesville: An American Story by Amy Goldstein 
A Washington Post reporter’s intimate account of the fallout from the closing of a General Motors’ 
assembly plant in Janesville, Wisconsin—Paul Ryan’s hometown—and a larger story of the hollowing of 
the American middle class. 
 

Devil’s Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald Trump, and the Storming of the Presidency 
by Joshua Green 
The revealing inside story of the partnership between Steve Bannon and Donald Trump—the key to 
understanding the rise of the alt-right, the fall of Hillary Clinton, and the hidden forces that drove the 
greatest upset in American political history.  
 

Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by 
Ibram X. Kendi 
National Book Award Winner for Nonfiction, American University Professor Kendi chronicles the entire 
history of anti-Black racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history.  
 

Revolving Door Lobbying: Public Service, Private Influence and the Unequal 
Representation of Interests (Studies in Government and Public Policy) by Timothy 
M. LaPira and Herschel F. Thomas III  
LaPira and Thomas revise the notion that lobbyists are inherently and institutionally corrupt. Rather, the 
authors draw a complex and sobering picture of the revolving door as a consequence of the eroding 
capacity of government to solve the public's problems. 
 

There Goes the Neighborhood: How Communities Overcome Prejudice and Meet 
the Challenge of American Immigration by Ali Noorani 
This compelling approach to the immigration debate takes the reader behind the blaring headlines and 
into communities grappling with the reality of new immigrants and the changing nature of American 
identity.  
 

E Pluribus ONE: Reclaiming Our Founders' Vision for a United America by Sophia A. 
Nelson  
“America is the story of us. And us isn’t doing so great right now,” says award winning journalist and 
author Sophia A. Nelson. Coming on the heels of the divisive 2016 general election campaign, Nelson 
attempts to give the nation an inspirational charge and lift by helping us to reclaim our founders' vision 
for a united and strong America.  
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SCIENCE 
A Hole in the Wind: A Climate Scientist’s Bicycle Journey Across the Unites States 
by David Goodrich 
Simple, direct, and honest, A Hole in the Wind is a refreshing ride through a difficult and controversial 
topic, and a rich read that makes you glad to be alive. 
 

Caesar’s Last Breath: Decoding the Secrets of the Air Around Us by Sam Kean 
New York Times bestselling author takes us on a journey through the periodic table, around the globe, 
and across time to tell the story of the air we breathe, which, it turns out, is also the story of earth and 
our existence on it.  
 

The Fear Factor: How One Emotion Connects Altruists, Psychopaths, and Everyone 
In-Between by Abigail Marsh 
By putting psychopathic children and extreme altruists in an MRI, psychologist Marsh found that the 
answer lies in how our brain responds to others' fear. While the brain makes most of us hardwired for 
good, its variations can explain heroic and psychopathic behavior. 
 

RELIGION 
42 Faith: The Rest of the Jackie Robinson Story by Ed Henry and Larry King 
A journalist and baseball, Henry reveals for the first time the backstory of faith that guided Jackie 
Robinson into not only the baseball record books but the annals of civil rights advancement as well.  
 

SPORTS 
My Cubs: A Love Story by Scott Simon 
NPR's Scott Simon's personal, heartfelt reflections on his beloved Chicago Cubs, replete with club lore, 
memorable anecdotes, frenetic fandom and wise and adoring intimacy that have made the world 
champion Cubbies baseball's most tortured—and now triumphant—franchise. 
 

TECH 
Everything You Need to Know About Social Media: Without Having to Call a Kid by 
Greta Van Susteren 
A practical, reader-friendly guide to living well on social media, Van Susteren offers a handbook for 
anyone who wants to stay up- to- date with today’s changing technology. 


