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NPC LUNCHEONS
Thu., March 23 at 12:30 p.m., Ter-
rence Jones, president and CEO,
Wolf Trap Foundation for the Per-
forming Arts with Grammy award-
winning artist Al Jarreau .... Mon.,
March 27, Jim Nicholson, secretary,
U.S. Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs ….
Mon., April 3, Karen Hughes, un-
dersecretary of state for public diplo-
macy (NOTE TIME CHANGE—
1:30 p.m.) …. Mon., April 17, Phil-
ippe de Montebello, director, Metro-
politan Museum of Art .

Club Newsmakers
Fri., March 17 at 2 p.m., five repre-
sentatives of the Northern Ireland
Policing Board: Chairman Desmond
Rea, Vice Chairman Dennis Bradley
and members Alex Attwood, Alan
McFarland and Ian Paisley, Jr. ....
Mon., March 20 at noon, Jan Elias-
son, president of the UN general as-
sembly; at 3 p.m., Secretary General
of NATO Jaap de Hoop Scheffer …
Thu., March 23 at 2 p.m., Mayor of
Taipei, and Chairman of the Kuomin-
tang Party, Ma Ying-Jeou on Repub-
lic of China - U.S. relations…. Tue.,
March 28 at 2p.m., Foreign Minister
of the Republic of Armenia, Vartan
Oskanian.

Terrence Jones

Al Jarreau

Journalists’ Tax Guide
Available in Library
CCH, a leading provider of tax and
accounting information, recently re-
leased the 13th edition of its free
booklet, “Tax Guide for Journalists,”
specifically for print and electronic
news reporters, photographers, free-
lance writers and others who write
for a living. For help with completing
2005 tax forms and planning for
2006, pick up a copy in the Library
or have one mailed for $3.  For mail-
ing, call 662-7523 or e-mail
bvw@press.org.

NPC Offers Double
St. Patrick’s Day Events
In addition to the Thu., March 16
buffet in the Reliable Source at 5:30
p.m., the Events Committee will pre-
sent a St. Patrick's Day Celebration
Fri., March 17. The gala event not
only will feature Smithwicks Irish
ale, green beer and balloons, but also
Timothy Carey, Washington's finest
bagpiper, playing Irish tunes from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Panel Will Offer Tips on
Living Free-lance Life
Join the Young Members Committee
for a lively discussion on how to
break into free-lancing. With tax time
approaching, experienced free-
lancers will also appreciate guidance
from the National Writers Union on
keeping your records straight and
other money matters. Panelists in-
clude: John Feffer, National Writers
Union representative and an interna-
tional affairs journalist whose work
has appeared in The American Pros-
pect and The Washingtonian; Alicia
Ault, a health, science and adventure
free-lance writer for The Washington
Post, The New York Times, Wired
and Science; and other editors and
writers to be announced. Former
NPC President Sheila Cherry, a for-
mer free-lancer for People magazine,
will moderate. The Tue., March 28
event starts with a 6:30 p.m. recep-
tion in the conference rooms, fol-
lowed by a discussion at 7 p.m. Pri-
ority seating is given to NPC mem-
bers, so RSVPs are requested. To
reserve a seat call 662-7501.

Awards Deadline April 1
You work hard for your stories: Isn't
it time to reap the rewards? Submit
your work. This year, there are 13
categories for the NPC journalism
awards, including a new award for
animal welfare issues. Entries must
be postmarked by April 1. For de-
tails, select “Programs and Events” at
www.press.org. Contact Mark
Schoeff (662-7218,
mschoeff@workforce.com), Paul
Basken (624-1827,
paul@basken.com) or Joann Booze
662-7532, jbooze@press.org).
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New Panel to Study Role
Of Guard, Reserves
The National Guard and military re-
serves are being stretched as never
before, with the deployments to Iraq
and Afghanistan and the open-ended
global war on terror. Now, a first-of-
its-kind study is evaluating  the
Guard and reserves from top to bot-
tom. On March 6, the new Commis-
sion on the National Guard and Re-
serves kicked off its year-long work
with a Newsmaker at the Club. Re-
tired Maj. Gen. Arnold Punaro, com-
mission chairman and formerly com-
mander of the 4th Marine Division,
said the study will examine how in-
ternational commitments have af-
fected the ability to respond to do-
mestic catastrophes like Hurricane
Katrina. Punaro and two other com-
mission members, former Army Vice
Chief of Staff John Keane and Rhett
Dawson, former staff chief of the
Senate Armed Services Committee,
said they’re not  interested in spend-
ing a year on a report that goes
“straight to the dust bin.”

--MICHAEL DOYLE

Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Arnold Punaro
(left), chairman of the new Commis-
sion on the National Guard and Re-
serves, with Commissioner John M.
Keane. PHOTO BY JOHN METELSKY

Maurine Beasley, University of
Maryland journalism professor and
author of “First Ladies and the Press:
The Unfinished Partnership of the
Media Age," described to a March 9
Book Rap how she happened to write
the book. Her earliest inspiration to
study the nation’s first ladies, she
said, stems from a memory of
her Republican mother who was
reading a column by Eleanor Roose-
velt and said, "well, SHE must be
better than HE." Ever since, she's
been fascinated by first ladies and the
ways they are portrayed in the
press. She concludes in her book that
from Martha Washington onward,
first ladies have always been criti-
cized in the press and never received
the respect they deserve.

— JENNIFER SERGENT

Maurine Beasley
PHOTO BY JOHN METELSKY

Beasley: First Ladies
Always a Press Target

Malvik Heads XM Team
Former WETA executive Ralph
Malvik has volunteered to be execu-
tive producer of NPC’s weekly pro-
gram to be broadcast on XM Satellite
Radio. His deputy will be Carole
Sargent, who has worked in public
radio and now is with Georgetown
University. Plans call for the show to
air Saturday evenings on XM’s pub-
lic radio channel, with the first
broadcast in  the next couple of
months. It will originate from the
Club’s Broadcast Operations Center.

Ethics Code Review
The House and Bar Committee will
review the NPC Code of Ethics at its
April 3 meeting. The code appears on
pages 11-14 of the membership di-
rectory. E-mail suggestions to Law-
rence.withers@verizon.net.

35 Years Ago, Club Votes to Admit Women
Thirty-five years ago the general membership meeting of January, 1971 ap-
proved a proposed amendment to the Club constitution that admitted women to
membership, following a year-long contentious debate. Bob Alden, Club Sec-
retary, proposed the amendment, which required a general meeting and a mail
vote. Perhaps as many as 300 persons came to the Ballroom for the open meet-
ing, which was widely covered by press, radio and TV. A retired Hearst bureau
chief claimed women would be injurious to the health of members, “because of
their cackling and high-pitched voices.” When a new reporter for station
WTTG, Connie Chung, came to interview Club Members, the only pro-amend-
ment speaker she got was Alden. An opponent of the amendment leaked a false
story to Newsweek that the club was changing its by-laws so that it could ab-
sorb the Womens National Press Club and its treasury. The mail vote yielded a
2-1 margin, but failed to achieve the required two-thirds of resident active
members. Alden ran for Vice President using the slogan “Alden Likes
Women,” but was narrowly defeated. Nevertheless, his amendment prevailed
overwhelmingly at the 1971 annual meeting. Alden himself prevailed by be-
coming Club Vice President in 1975 and President in 1976 without opposition.

Murrow Is Kalb Topic
“Why Murrow Matters,” a  look at
Edward R. Murrow from colleagues
— including his son — will be the
subject of the  Kalb Report at the
Club at 8 p.m. on Mon., March 27.



President’s Message: Bring Back the Annual Picnic
Every December, hundreds of Club Members and their children attend our
holiday party. They gorge on chicken nuggets, pizza and cookies, decorate
gingerbread trees and meet Santa Claus. We hope to start a similar family tra-
dition every summer as well, by bringing back the annual Club picnic. This
year's event is scheduled for Sat., July 15, at the group picnic area at Cabin
John Park in Bethesda. We'll cook up burgers and hot dogs, have a parent-
child softball game and offer other activities such as relay races. There is a
covered pavilion on the site and a large playground, climbing area and minia-
ture railroad across the street. The Events Committee, led by Dipka Bhamb-
hani, Mark Heckathorn and Cary O'Reilly, are putting the details together,
and the various club committees have been asked to participate. Veterans tell
me that the picnic used to be one of the Club's signature events. I hope it can
be again.                                                                                —JONATHAN SALANTUniversity President

Cites Research Needs
Speaking as a scientist, a resident of
one of the most economically chal-
lenged states and the president of a
leading research university, Univer-
sity of Michigan President Mary Sue
Coleman emphasized America’s
need for scientific research and inno-
vation in a March 7 Newsmaker. She
noted that the artificial heart, the in-
tegrated circuit chip and Google were
ideas conceived at the university.
Partnering and collaboration were her
central themes. The university has
partnered with Google to digitize 7
million of the university’s books, and
has established collaborative research
efforts with institutions in both China
and India. As a biochemist, she advo-
cates embryonic stem cell research
because she believes it holds great
promise for developing lifesaving
medical treatments of Alzheimer’s
Parkinson’s diseases and other debili-
tating ailments. A copy of her speech
can be accessed at
www.umich.edu/pres.

—JULIE RONES

Job Opportunity
WEBMASTER: National organization
seeks part-time Web site maintenance
individual. Computer knowledge. Excel-
lent opportunity, work from home.
Write, edit national issues and fast break-
ing news. Reply Job: March 16-1.

NOTE: Submit replies (members only)
and/or future listings (50-word maxi-
mum) to the NPC Membership Office,
fax to 662-7512 or E-mail:
       pwaldron@press.org

New Take on Lady MacBeth Unveiled in Reading
A March 10 staged reading of Club-member Rachel Bail's new play "Lady
MacBeth Revealed" unveiled a rip-roaring two-act drama ranging from Scot-
land to France to Rome and back  A full production is slated for McLean's
Alden Theatre June 16-18.                                                 —JERRY BASTARACHE

Gewanter to Read His Own, Robert Lowell’s Poems
Poet and Georgetown professor David Gewanter will read  poems from his
award-winning edition of  “Robert Lowell: Collected Poems,” as well as from
his latest book of verse, “The Sleep of Reason,” Thu. March 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Lowell’s astonishing work critiqued American power from Captain Ahab to
President Nixon, and recorded the exuberance and catastrophes of Lowell’s
private life. Gewanter’s latest book of poetry is praised as a "cabaret-classical
satire" that explores "poetry’s ethical possibilities." The event, which benefits
the Eric Friedheim Library, is free and open to all. Call Jean at 662-7129 or
send an E-mail to opus@press.org.

High atop famed Sugar Loaf Mountain on their recent trip to Rio de Janeiro
are the following NPC Members and guests:  Front, from left: Kenton Cam-
bell, Susie Wooddell, Gladys Aleman, Maria Louisa Iturbide.  Standing, from
left: Trip leader Jim Noone, Jeanne Kingman, Aimison Jonnard, Jane Hay-
den, Hale Montgomery, Jean Jonnard, Bruce Hathaway, Louisa Jakubik, An-
dree Frederick, Don Frederick, Jeanne McChesney, Cynthia Gorostiaga, and
Peg Borroughs. Not shown were Margaret Roles and Debbie Mullan.
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